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By BETTY HARLOR

" U.8._Central  Intelligence Agency
has turned his life in the espionage
profession into a suspenseful novel.
In “The Rope Dancer,” Victor

to be an agent for a super-sceret
organization. )

The book by the 41-year-old Mar-
chelti, now a resident of Oakton,
Va.,. officially will be published
by Grosset and Dunlap, Inc. of
New York Thirsday.
' The novclist, who formerly lived
| at 137 N. Wyoming St., is the son
of Victor Marchetti, also residing
-in Oakton, and of the late Martha
Marchetti, . He is married to the
former Bernice Baran, Beaver
Meadows. :

Was 8-8 Carrier

. Mavchett], once a carrier for the
- Standard-Speaker, joined the CIA
inr‘ 1955 and attained the rank
cquivalent of a full colonel, He

i @s an analyst of military develop-!
ments, moving up the organiza-|
g tional ladder through assignmentsl
in research, operations, current
i dntelligence and national estimates.
-~ He finally entered CIA manage-:
ment where he was exccutive as-i
sistant to the Deputy Director and!
special assistant to the Executive!
Director and assistant to the Chief
of  Planping, Programming and
Budgeling, - . .

- Sees CIA Out-of-Step
After a few years of working
and watching at the executive
level, Marchetti came to the con-
clusion that U.S. Intelligence is|
“too - affluent, too bureaucratic,
amazingly inefficient and ineffee-

frol and directon and generally
out of step with the ftimes and
nceds of the nation, Because of his.
ceventual disillusionment with its
policies and his critical attitude to-
ward its bureaucracy, he resigned)
from the CIA in 1969 and turned|
to writing fiction, | ) i
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“The Rope Dancer” is his jnitial

A Hazleton native who served effort. Another title for the fac_tual" : cash; t
for 14 years as an officer in the thriller by the ex-CJA officer conld i tastic duriss Bond doing silly and

be “Top Secret: The Nice CGuy

Next Door is a Sov\iet'A.gent.”
To his neighbors in suburban

Washington, Paul Tranklin, the

Marchetti tells what it’s really like main character in the novel, is a, ing

good fellow—devoted 1o his two
rambunctious sons, loyal hushand
to his attractive wife Nancy. To
espionage operatives on two con-
tinents, he is one of history’s top
spices, trading vital U.S. seerets for
-unprecedented stums -and switching
his allegiance as fast as jets can
fake him to East Berlin and. Mos-
COW, ’ o -
Tracks Touble Life »
In “The Rope Darecer,”  Mar-
chetti tracks Paul's double lif2 and
shows how.a top inteBligence of-
ficer can smuggle U.S, secrets un-

deor the very noses of the highest-t

ranking. America
fieials, Co

n intelligence of-
From the morent that Paul de-

spent the hullk of his carcer work- | fects to the Communists, s Jife |
! ing on the Soviet problem largely ' hecomes a dance with danger,!

leading to ‘clandestine meeclings
with the infriguing- Vera; his So-

. viet case officer, Yuri; and even

with the head of the infamous So-
viet KGB, _

. While honors and other rewards
are secretly heaped upon him iun
the Xremlin, Paul is threatencd

. by betrayal from within lhe Com-

munist forces and by the vicious
counter-
espionage, masterminded by the

-~ wile Wellington. As the pressures
build against him, Paul finds him-|

seli walled in by a suspicious ac-
cidental death, the nervous break-
down . of a key agency secrctary,
and by out-in-out murder. ’
Although Marchetti did not scek
to write an expose of the CIA, he
has told a realistic and revealing
story of how the agency works, us-
ing the novel as his medium, “The
Rope Dancer,” however, is not an

. ordinary espionage sfory. In many

respects, it is the most realistic
spy novel {o be- produced since
John Le Carre’s “The Spy Who
Came in from the Cold.”
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© -7 N ¥uwes Bond Act
- The k.o is no dashing and fan:

imposeiols things, nor is he the
usual nvepsy sophisticated gentle-
i man riasier spy of so many Bri-
“ish murder mysteries masquerads

ag  espionage novels. Pau}
Klin is typical of the kind of
who really: do’ work in the

i T'ran
men
inreliigence husiness, and this i
i what sets the novel apart from the
| others. S . :
! Most spy stories are written by
-men and women who wouldn’t re-

i

over one, “The Rope D
authored by a former professional,
who also happens fo be a native
of this area. .- = .

Marchatii admits the character
and situations,” although fietional]
ave drawn from life in the espion,
age profession.. It reflects, he
i says, ‘‘what one sees amnd leal_"nq
|when working. in the executivg
| suite of -a super-secret agency. |

Ft T erushing burden of clandesd
tinity, tiie political maneuveringé
“and hypocrisy, the bureaucratic
drudgery — these are portrayed as
honestly and realistically as is pos-
sible in a work of fietlon. After
years in the trade md after having
read hundreds of imitation. spy
stories, T wanted to tell-it lie it
really is.”’ : o S
&ples Frastrating i

“The former CIA agent feels 1;hziti
o . - e -q
'spies are frutratingly ordinary at"
times and dazzingly extraordinary “
ion occasion. They may appcar to

ihe simple-type people in their ev-
teryday life, he says, hut they may
actually be rebels who strongly de-
test their own rebellionsness or ro-
mantics capable of extreme ruth-
lessness and even cruelty.

In an early review, John Barcum

1gence system. Megotiations also
are under way in Mew York and
elsewhere rezarding foreign, pa-
perback and movic rights for “The
Rope Dancer.”

cognize a real spy if they trippedf
ancer” wag P8
Streef.
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Damcer’

tical analysis of the U.S. intelli-

KNS Grad
The authrr, whe expects to visit

Iazlcton e~tly tais fall, attended

-

oly Tricity TPavochial School,

¢ North Laurei Street, and was grad-
nated from Hazleton High School,
wherg he played foctball and was
active in dramatics.

His father, uncle anfl grand-
ather operated Marchetti’s Plun.*nb-
and Heating, North Wyoming

After attending: the- Hazleton

- Campus of the Pennsylvania State
S:Universifny for two years, ‘Mar-
ichetti went to live in New York’s

Greenwich Village for a year and
classes at WYU, He then

moved on to Paris, where he cu.

rol'ed at the Sorbonne. .

The former Jocal man joined the

|U.S. Army in Gérmany in 19651

and was asigned to intelligence
duties on the East German border.
Two years later e was discharged
there. Marchetti went back f«
Paris, then to New York and ﬁn_al-
1y returncd here to marry Bernice
Baran, who is the daughter of Mrs.
Avna  Baran, Beaver Meadows
and of tha late Wassil Baran,

After eight yesrs of wandering
and wondering, Marchetti relaics
he ecnrolled again at Pemn Siate
and attained a college diploma, X
work with the Central Izielligenc:
Ageney followed.

My, and Mrs. Marchetti are the
parents of three soms, the eldes
of who plays footbali at Cakio:
High School. They live outsiae {iv
village of Oakton, wear Vienun

a.,, a suburb of the nation®

of the Saturday Review Syndicate
wrote ilidt ‘The Rope Dancer” is
so realistic and so well plotted that
one can only hope it is not truc. :

Although the spy thriller is Mar-;
chetti’s first writing effort, he has
completed the first draft of anoth-
er novel. This he has set aside to
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